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£839

1 September 2012

‘MR. RONALD J. SORINI
Sorini Samet & Associates'LLC (SS&A)
Consulting and Govemment Affairs Practice
Ten: G Streét, NE, Suite 710

- Washington, DC 20002

Subject: CONTRACT FOR:PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Dear Mr. Sorini:

- Please find hereunder the following stipulations to govern this Contract relative to the RP 809+
Apparel Pilot Program, otherwise known as the “SAVE Act’ to-be enacted into:a United States Law
that allows duty-free entry for RP Apparel exports usmg US Fabrics and/or Yams and duty
concessions for RP“Cut and Sew™:

1. Scope of Work. SS&A shall pursue with complete dedication and work: dmgenﬂy to achieve the
passage of the SAVE Actbill. The following shall be the five (5) key benchmarks/components:

s To make the SAVE Act a priority bill in the US Congress specifically the relevant Commlttees‘
of Jurisdiction andinclude it as part of a trade bill or other relevant legislation; to follow
through the means detailed by these engagements {(with the Committees of Jurisdiction)
including negotiatmg support from various Industry stakeholders notably the US Texile.
industry, Labor Coalmons and the USTR;

= Provide: modalities of engagement and technical guidance on the implementation of
modalities towards engagement of key sponsors for the- Bill from both Houses of the US
Congress, and in particular the Chairs and commitiee members of the. House Ways & Means
-Commnttee and the Senate Fmance Committée; ,

® Provude advice and asststance in conclusive résolution of concerns over-compliance with
-~ WTO rules by the Philippine garments and textile industry, as raised by the ‘Bureau of
. International Trade Relations of the Department Trade-and Industry-of the thppmes

- » Assist the Ambassador in meetings with stakeho!ders and provide technical assistance to
the FTSC in their work of mobilizing the Fil-Am communities towards gaining Iocal
Congressional’ support for the SAVE Act,

e Develop a framewcrk document for the approval of .the C!othmg and Textile lndust;y ,
- Tripartite Council (CTITC) on the Labor Comphance Program

The document entitled: Benchmarkleomponents is:hereto attached as Annex “A” and shall form
part of the contract. This document, among others;: specuf es the general and specific roles and
responsibilities of SS&A ufider this Contract. { ‘

7y, \{s . Office of the Undersecretary

wx " Trade and Investment Promotions Group
4F tndustry & {nvestments Building, 385 Sen. Gl J. Puyat Avenue Makati City; thppmes
- Telephone: (+632)'890. 9332/ 890.9303 / 897.6682 tszss 248 312 - Fax: (+632) 895. 3512 .
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Philippines and SS&A is for the period of four (4) months covering 01 September to 31 December -
2012. DT and SS&A agree that this Contract shall expire on the last day of December 2012 unless
the former, prior fo its: -expiration, decides to extend it for an additional period of time based on the

- satisfaction of the defined benchmarks under paragraph 1 of this Contract.

3. Payment. DT agrees to pay SS&A the amount of US$8,750.00 per month payable at the end of
every month, with the Industry represented by the Confederation of Garment Exporters of the
Philippines (CONGEP) agreeing to pay the counterpart USB 750.00 per month, likewise payable at -
the end of every month directly to SSA

This. payment mc!udes normat busmess costs such as telephone charges, taxi fares, photocopies,
messengerial services and travel-costs to New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania,

- Washington; D.C., Maryland Virginia, but travel cost outside Washington, D.C. shall not exceed
US$4,000.00 per quarter If SS&A is requested by DTI to:incur costs that exceed the said amount
in any quarter, the additional costs may be invoiced separately with proper documentation. . '

Expenses other than the normal costs for SS&A members, including air fare, hotel costs, meals and
“out-of-pocket expenses, and-air travel to the Philippines (business class) or other U.S. locations
(economy class) outside the areas covered in the precedmg paragraph shall be subject to the prior
approval of DTl and will be invoiced separately with proper.documentations, which shall be based
upon. -actual:costs incurred, but such costs are not expected by either party to exceed US$4,000.00
per-quarter. For travels to the Philippines, hotel accommodation shall be for the account of the
industry. ‘

4. Exelus_ivitleonetransferabi!ity of the Confract. This Contract may not be transferred or
assigned by SS&A to any third party without the prior written consent of DTl or its successor-in-
.interest. For purposes of thls provrsxon third party to this Contract shai! mean any entity or person
other than SS&A. : :

5. Exemptlon for Third Party Llabmty SS&A shall hold the DTI exemptlfree from any third party
cla:mlhab:lvty -arising from the performance of or by reason .of SS&A’s obhgatrons covenants and
st:pulatxons under this Contract. :

6. Periodic Status Report. SS8A shall provxde a written report to the DTl on is activities,

~transactions, ‘covenants, stipulations, mcludmg the - details - -appertaining thereto, and any matter

performed under this: Contract, every month or whenever requrred by the DTl to be submitted to the
Head of the Garments and Textile Industry Development Office (GTIDO).

7. 'Ownership!ahd; Confidentiality of Information. Subject to United States’ rules and regulations,
studies, researches and recommendations done and reports, documents and papers made and
obtained during the period of and by reason of this Contract shall be submitted to the DTl through
Undersecretary: CRISTINO L. PANLILIO copy fumished Undersecretary ADRIAN S: CRISTOBAL
and the Head of GTIDO, monthly or whenever required-by the DTI. These shall form part of the
month!y written report laid down in the preceding paragraph '

Except when required by the United States laws and regu!atrons SS&A shall not divulge or
disclose to any third party any information or data obtair rreceived in the performance of or by
reasons of SS&A’s obhgataons covenants and strpulatxons‘-{ nderthls Contract

~
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8. Full Disclosure of Transactions. SS8&A, either as part of its' Performance/Status -Report or .
othefwise, shall always provide a good faith and full disclosure of its transactions, including the
‘name, rank and office of the persons, officials or entities they transacted with or met with, in the
performance of the obligations, covenants and stipulations under this: Contract

9. Prior Notification and Consultation. To the extent practicable, SS&A shall notify and consult the
DT in. advance for any changes-in- the bill. The DTI shall promptly provide its comments thereio
which:shall be communicated by SS&A to the sponsor of the bill. '

10. Modification of Previous Contracts, This Contract modifies: the terms of the previous: oontracts
between DTl and SS&A. In case of inconsistency between the Contract and the previous
contracts, this Contract shall take precederice over the previous contracts. This Contract can only
‘be modified when done in writing and both parties must agree to such-modification.

11. Resolution of Disputes. In case of dispute in the interpretation and. application of this Confract,
the parties shall resolve the dispute through consuitations with a viéw towards reaching am:cable '
seltlement. .

12. Termination. Either pady may for justifiable reason(s), terminate this Contract with a thirty (30) day
written- nottce sent by the cancelling/rescinding parly clearly statmg the reasons therefor

Should your. company accept our proposal, kindly indicate your conforrmty by signing.. on ihe space
provided below: and retum the sngned copy fo us.

Thank you.
Very truly yours,

For the Department of Trade and Industry

WM
CRISTINO L. PANLILIO .
Undersecretary

CONFORME:

For Sorini Samet & Associates LLC
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Annex "A”
BENCHMARKS AND TIMELINES
Object:ve |
Enactment of the SAVE Act by the end of Decembér- 2012
Operating Elements

The Depariment of Trade & Industry (DTI), working with theé Embassy and Consulates of the
‘Republic of the Philippines in the United States (Embassy and Consulates), will exercise overall
coordination over the advocacy campaign to secure the passage of the Save Act in 2012. In
-addition, ‘the’ DTI, working with the Embassy and Consulates, will direct all actions by the
Govemment of the Philippines with regard to the advocacy effort for-enactment of the SAVE

- Act. The DTI will make available staff and resources of its trade offices in the US for the
otitreach to the Fil-American community and to.the.members of Congress in respective areas of
jurisdiction of the DT trade offices, and the Embassy ‘will make available staff and resources,

- including the Ambassador of the Philippines, for the outreach to the Fil-Am community and .
‘members of Congress. The sufficient support and ‘dedicated commitment of the DTI and
Embassy is recognized to be an essential element towards meeting the benchmarks and
timelines in this-document. DT! will undertake the:necessary outreach activities and identify the
high-level RP Government delegation related to ach:evmg the benchmarks

Borini, Samet & Associates (SS&A) will be responSIble in general, for thie teclinical elements of
the legislation and will provide advice in coordination and assistance in the execution of the
-advocacy campaign. 88&A’s direct respons:bmty mcludes (a) re-drafting the SAVE bill, including
- developing the language for any additional provrsrons that may need io be incorporated, and
- recommending -the sponsors: for the continuance of the SAVE bill in the current 112" and
reintroduction as necessary for the upcoming 113" Congress (b) coordinate scheduling of
~advocacy efforts and- activities with Congressnonal offices; (c) prepare and make available .
talking points and briefs for the Congressional meettngs and other advocacy events; (d) secure
support from US industry stakeholders, specifically the US gaments retail sector and the US
textile sector; (e) provide early alert to opposition that might arise against the SAVE Act and -
provide advice and assistance in dealing with such-opposition; (f). provide advice related to the
-pending Philippine GSP- Iabor case and other/ labor—reiated issue related {o the enactment of the
“SAVE Act. .

E88A will work in close. coordlnatnon with the DH, Embassy and Consu!ates in carrymg out the
actton items detailed in this document.

The advocacy effort will include working with various stakeholders in the process leading to

enactment of the SAVE Act including: (1) Members of Congress and their staff; (2) the US.

“‘Administration; (3) the U.S. private sector; (4) the" F]i-Amencan community; (5) Young Filipino

Professionals (YPs) in the U.S.; and (5) the media.  Further, SS&A ‘shall provide inputs and

téchnical assistance to the thppme stakeholders. (industry and labor associations) in
coordlnauon with the DTI as deemed appropnaie

| Y:V\" ‘: _ o The following Benchmarks and Txmehnes have been developed on the basns of the above
' objective and operating elements.
wr
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Phase 1~ September — October 2012
Actw:tles over the peniod will attempt to achieve the following:

Provide technical support on the Scoring for the tariff lines tdentnﬁed for the SAVE campaign.
Continued lobbying with Congress and discussions with the committees Of jurisdiction (.e.,
Ways and Means:and Finance).
Foliow up and further intensify the advocacy efforts made dunng the past contracls.
-US private sector outreach. '
US private sectorlobby day (FedEXx, etc.). :
Dear Colleague letters from original sponsors. seekmg additional co-sponsors.
. Assist in preparations for Philippine Caucus Briefing.
‘Re-engage the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. :
Monitor development of trade package, work with commlttee staff to address any sssue fo
~allow SAVE Act {o be included.
As trade package is developed, work with US textile sector to secure continued neutrality
and/or general support; address concems as regards WTO compliance.
Regular updates for all'stakeholders (DTI, US apparel, RP apparels, efc.).
" Framework on labor compliance program that would transition to a better work program
. Advice on the efforts of the tripartite Philippines ILO representatxves to secure support for an
ILO Better Work program.

‘—;E'OWF"QQ w >

Erx <

Conngéional‘sapport

The objecﬂve of the first phase is to infroduce and secure support for the passage of the SAVE
Act in both Houses by increasing the number of co-sponsors; gaining expressions of support
from Congressional offices, and attaining commitments from key officers to make the SAVE Act
alegislative priority. The following activities shall be undertaken:

+

 -Coordinate twelve fo eighteen lobby days in Congress wnih participation of the Ambassador
and support of other RP Embassy officials, and mdustry representatwes and coordinate
" lobby efforts with Fil-Am community representatives.
o Meet with new Members of Congress and relevant Committees to seek support and
co=sponsors of the legislation.
& Enhance coordination with the Admlmstratwn specifically, the USTR Office.-
o Coordinate high profile U.S. private sector and ‘support Fil-Am.community lobby days = . R

in Washington targeting Congressional and Committee leadership. i
e Encourage fetters of support to Members of Congress from industry supporters. 3

Encourage letters of support to-Members of Congress from Fil-Am oommumty supporters.
e Encourage Congressnona! “Dear Colieague” letters.

Industry Support

Efforts will be undertaken to re-engage those members of the mdustry who have supporied the
measure in the past and to expand and further activate the ooa!mon The action plan for this
period will include:

° \Communi(;ate. with all past-suppdners of the bill within the US textile, apparel-and retail -
sec;orsio confirm their continued support, and formallyre-launch the coalition efforl. - @

2 . L’L’y}/g}f\*
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° ldennfy and communicate with addmonal members of the U.S. apparel and retail industry to
have them join the coalition.

s Promote outreach by U:S. apparel and retail mdustry members 1o re!evant U.S. textile mills

to encourage further mill support.
¢ Engage U.S. textile mills and assoc:at:ons on the benef ts of the leglslahon and encourage
their support. ‘

o Further identify those industries/companies that do/could have an. lnterest in the Phahppmes

not already part of the coalition and prioritize outreach to them.
e Conduct outreach to minimum of 10 ‘companies during the period.

“Fil-Am Support

It is imporiant that the momentum from the Fi-Am community efforts undertaken in the latter
part of 2010 be built upon and made more concrete in the first phase of the effort. This requires
a leading role in the outreach by DTl working with the Embassy and Consulates, with the advice
on the coordination and necessary assistance in the fol(ow up from SS&A The action elements
in this regard mclude '

® Est‘ab‘lis'h stronger coordination with the various Fil-Am community groups and organizers to
develop a.¢ohierent coalition supporting the SAVE Act.

o Formally taunch the coalition and re—estabhsh tw:ce monthly coordination calls wﬂh targeted
assignments and follow-up:

e Assist.in the conduct of personal calls of Fil-Am regional groups in personal meetings with

their congressxonai representatwes during the local electoral campaxgns for the upcommg
November etectlons '
- e Assist in'the review and updating of materials for use by the coalition.

Assure that effectlve website and social media tools are targeted fo. mobmzmg support: of the :

“SAVE Actin the Fil-Am community. :
= Improve commumcatlon infrastructure and opfimise its utilization.

Washington Visits of High-Level RP Officials

This requires a !eadmg roie in the outreach by DTI workmg with the Embassy and Consulates,
- with the advice on the coordination and necessary assnstance in the executuon from SS&A. The
action elements in this regard, include:

Arrange for meetings in Washington with Congnesssonal and Committee !eadershlp
Organize a “Friends:of the Philippines Congressional Caucus” reception.
Arrange an Embassy receptxon for the High-Level RP Ofﬁcnais; and. Fil- Am community
leaders. :

s . Provide appropnate bneﬁngs and matenals as. needed on the SAVE Act.

in. addmon it would continue to be very important during this period, if a senior-level delegation

' ~ from the Philippines could visit ‘Washington to- underline the importance-of the initiative to"the

government of the thppmes and to do additional outreach. with the Fll-Am commumty and
pnvate sector coalition.

. Phase 2~ November- December 2012 - » Q\

AT
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The activities ‘over the period will include the-following benchmarks.

A. Visit by High'Level RP Govemment Delegation (if not yet undertaken).

B.. Monitor developmenrt of trade package, work with: committee staff to address any issue to
allow SAVE Actto be inciuded. '

C. ‘As trade package is developed work with US textile sector to secure contmued neutrality
and/or gerieral support. o

D. Regular updates for'all stakeholders (DTI, US.apparel, RP apparels, efc.).

E. - Framework on fabor compliance program thatwould transition to a better work program.

F. Advice on the efforts of the tripartite Philippines 1LO representat:ves to secure support for an

- 1LO Better Work program.
G. Work to put the Bill mto the Congresssonal calendar 16 be voted upon.

Congressfonal Support
Continue strong engagement with the key. sponsors for the bill to be deliberated in.any or both

of the committees of jurisdiction. Increase the number of co-sponsors, gain expressions of
support from Congressional. offices, and attain commitments from key. offices to either make the

.SAVE Acta Ieglslahve pnonty or {o attach it as-an amendment to another biil.

Industry Support
The following actions will be taken this period:

» Hold a U.S. stakeholder strategy session o identify ways to encourage more [industry
members to becomé engaged in the legislation.

o Continue engagement: of non-apparel mdustnes with -an interest in -the Philippines to
_broaden the support coalition.

o  Further engage the U.S. textile mdustry and their respective associations. to promote their
support and/or neutrality on the legisiation.

¢ Coordinate with the 'U:S. Department of Commerce in arranging a trade program in the
-thppmes for the U.S. textile mill secior, and broaden the recognition of’ the. potential
market in the- thppmes for U.S. texme exports ‘

Communlity Support

The objective for this period ‘will be broadening the awareness of the Iegisiéﬁbn and its
importance 1o the Fil-Am-community and activating community members in outreach to their

- representatives especially: during the campaign period in the run-up to the November slections.
The foliowing activities wilt be-led by DT and the Embassy and Consulates in ¢lose Coordination
with SS8A. - 7 )

¢ Hold bi-weekly strategy calls with the Fﬂ-Am coalition.
Track the outreach efforis. by Fil-Am c:ommumty groups with members of Congress and
follow-up on such-contracts.

e Work with FtI—Am commumty on at least two lobby. days in the Congress.

78
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